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Mother Mary Louise Kane, PBVM

See Called to religious life…, page 10

By Sister James Marie Carras, PBVM

For over one hundred years, 
the Sisters of the Presentation 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
have been active in the fields 
of education and social services 
in the Diocese of Albany, New 
York.

The history of the Sisters of 
the Presentation dates back to 
the dark penal days in Ireland 
when it was a crime for a Cath-
olic to receive or impart educa-
tion.

Ireland was in the grip of 
these penal days when Hon-
ora Nagle, affectionately called 

Nano Nagle, foundress of the 
Presentation Order, was born 
at Bally, Griffin, County Cork, 
in the year 1728. This coura-
geous, wealthy, and noble Irish 
woman, touched by the fate 
of the poor among her coun-
trymen and burning with zeal 
for the salvation of the souls of 
their children, determined to 
devote her life and future to the 
care and education of Ireland’s 
poor. To this day, the Sisters 
take four vows: poverty, chas-
tity, obedience, and the fourth 
vow is care and instruction of 
poor children.

The foundation of St. Col-

man’s Presentation Convent 
dates back to October 1881, 
when the Sisters of the Pre-
sentation were introduced to 
the Diocese of Albany, New 
York, at the request of Father 
William F. Sheehan, pastor of 
St. Patrick’s Church, West Troy 
(now known as Watervliet) at 
the gracious invitation of the 
Most Reverend Francis Mc-
Neirney, D.D. Bishop of Al-
bany.

Two young children, brother 
and sister, had lost both parents 
in death and were given out 
for adoption in Western New 
York. Each assumed the name 

of the foster parents. Years later 
by some chance, they met as 
total strangers. Each was natu-
rally attracted to the other and 

in due time, they decided to 
marry. As arrangements were 
being made for their marriage, 
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Sister Michelle Moore from the Carmelite Sisters with Barbara Sturgis, 
former president of the Wellesley Garden Club, and current resident 
of St. Patrick’s Manor with her many beautiful flower bouquets.
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The arrival of new Sisters
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Sister Maria Goretti Nakitende, DM, proclaims the Word of God at Austin 
Prep Mass.

Dr. James Hickey, headmaster of Austin Prep; Sister Mary Agnes Namutebi, DM; Sister Paskazia Nakitende, DM; 
Cardinal O’Malley; Sister Jane Frances Nabakaawa, DM, regional superior; and Sister Maria Goretti Nakitende, DM.
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uate degrees so as to prepare themselves to teach where they are 
needed.

The Archdiocese of Boston warmly welcomes these Sisters and 
prays for God’s blessing on their community and their ministry.

SISTER GERMANA SANTOS, FSP, IS DELEGATE FOR RELIGIOUS OF THE ARCHDIOCESE.

congratulates 
our women religious

for their many contributions 
to parish, school,

and religious education
organizations throughout
the Archdiocese of Boston.

it was discovered, through their baptismal certificates, 
that they were brother and sister. Reading this account 
in the newspaper, Father Sheehan decided that he 
should found a home for children in order to keep 
brothers and sisters together until family relationship 
was firmly established and bonds of affection ce-
mented.

The Sisters at St. Colman’s first took care of orphans 
and since then have encompassed many programs, one 
of which is our Autistic and Residential Program.

It was Mother Mary Louise Kane who, along with 
Mother Mary Bernadette Weismann, started the Au-
tistic Program in 1982. Mother Louise was raised and 
went to school in Yonkers, New York, and is an avid 
New York Yankees and Jets fan. She graduated from 
St. Catherine’s Infant Home in Albany, New York, as 
a child care technician and was later employed there, 

working with terminally ill children. This led Mother 
Louise to St. Colman’s. She entered the convent in 
1959 and has been a religious for 62 years. She re-
ceived her BA in elementary education at the college 
of St. Rose and her master’s degree from Russell Sage 
College in Troy, New York. Mother Louise received 
her Administration certificate from the college of St. 
Rose.

During Mother Louise’s 62 years of service as a 
Sister of the Presentation, she served in the following 
schools as a teacher and administrator: St. Ambrose, 
Latham; Sacred Heart, Albany; St. Helen’s, Schenec-
tady; and at Cobb Memorial School in Altamont, 
working with children with special needs.

Later, Mother Louise served the children in An-
chorage and Juneau, Alaska. She served the poor at St. 
Francis House and taught religion classes for special 
needs children in Anchorage. Mother Louise served in 

Juneau as the director of Day Care.
In 1982, along with Mother Mary Bernadette 

Weismann, she opened the Autistic Program at St. 
Colman’s and still has contact with the Day and Res-
idential programs. Mother Louise also receives emails 
from former students as of today.

Mother Louise’s generosity provided housing for 
international Sisters from Vietnam and Africa while 
studying at Siena College in Loudonville.

The Ladies of Charity who work with the poor 
needed a place to carry out their ministry of working 
with the poor. Mother Louise said yes and provided a 
place for them to fulfill their needs.

Mother Louise’s role has changed in the past five 
years as she now serves in the capacity of our major su-
perior of the Sisters of the Presentation in the Diocese 
of Albany, New York, and continues to live her vows of 
poverty, chastity, obedience, and care of poor children.


